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Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Tuesday  evening , 

March  19,  1S78,  on  the 


SUBJECT  OF  SKULLS. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen  ;  I  desire  your  patient 
attention  to  a  few  brief,  desultory  remarks. 

My  theme  is  skulls.  Not  long  since,  a  lecture  was  given  in  Har 
risburg,  upon  the  subject  of  “  skulls or  the  u  liberty  of  mac 
woman,  and  child.”  I  had  purposed  to  ventilate  some  of  the  soph 
isms  of  the  blatant,  venrose  orator,  but  not  having  heard  or  seen 
any  extended  notice  of  the  lecture,  until  I  had  prepared  the 
greater  part  of  my  lecture,  I  shall,  therefore,  abandon  the  purpose, 
and  proceed  with  the  subject,  without  any  special  animadversion, 
except  such  as  may  incidentally  happen  when  truth  collides  with 
error.  Skulls  are  very  important  factors  in  the  animal  economy, 
but  it  is  not  our  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  notice  the 
skulls  of  zoology,  nor  roam  over  the  realm  of  anthropology,  dis¬ 
tinguishing  the  races  of  men,  by  the  various  pelvic  forms,  or  by 
the  symmetrical  oval  skulls  of  the  nations  that  inhabit  the  coun¬ 
try  from  the  Himalaya  mountains  to  the  Indian  ocean ;  nor  the 
elongated  prognathous  skulls  of  southern  Africa,  Australia,  and 
New  Zealand  ;  nor  the  broad,  square-fronted  pyramidal  skulls  of 
northern  Asia,  Indo-China,  and  the  aboriginal  Americans.  Neither 
is  it  my  purpose  to  dwell  on  zoomorpkism,  or  the  transformation 
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of  men  into  beasts,  lest  we  might  be  surprised  in  the  discovery  of 
the  missing  link. 

Skulls  are  the  bony  cases  which  contain  the  brain,  and  according 
to  osteologists,  are  composed  of  four  combined  vertebrae — the  occi¬ 
pital,  the  parietal,  the  frontal,  and  the  nasal.  The  skull  of  the 
average  man  contains  abundantly  more  brain  than  the  skull  of 
other  animals,  in  proportion  to  their  weight  or  size.  Brain  power 
depends,  somewhat,  upon  volume,  but  more  upon  vigor  and  activi¬ 
ty.  As  the  momentum  of  a  moving  body  is  determined  by  its 
weight  multiplied  by  its  velocity,  so  mind  may  be  determined  by 
the  volume  and  vigorous  activity  of  the  organs  that  reside  in 
skulls. 

In  the  genesis  of  man,  according  to  Moses:  Elohim,  God,  or 
Yahveli  Elohim,  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  (hence  his 
body,)  and  breathed  into  his  7iostrih  the  breath  of  life,  (hence  his 
spirit,)  and  man  became  a  living  soul.  Skulls,  therefore,  are  the 
skillful  workmanship  of  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  And  man  thus 
formed  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  his  Creator,  is  most  unique,  in 
the  whole  universe  of  Jehovah’s  creation,  of  ivhom  only  it  is  predi¬ 
cated  that  he  was  made  in  God’s  image.  He  stood  eminently,  only 
less  than  God. 

“And  God  blessed  them,  and  said  be  fruitful,  and  multiply  and  re¬ 
plenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it,  and  have  dominion.” 

And  the  Yahveli  Elohim  planted  a  garden  eastward  in  Eden,  and 
there  he  put  the  man  he  had  formed.  “And  out  of  the  ground 
made  He  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight  and  good 
for  food.”  Here  was  beauty,  adornment,  and  utility.  “  And  the 
Lord  God  commanded  the  man  saying,  of  eveiy  tree  of  the  garden 
thou  mayest  freely  eat,”  (not  gluttonously  eat.)  Here  was  tfie  law 
of  temperance.  “But  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  of  good  and  evil, 
thou  slialt  not  eat  of  it.”  Here  was  the  law  of  prohibition.  Om¬ 
niscience  saw  everything  He  had  made,  and  behold  it  was  very  good. 
The  last,  best,  most  exquisite,  and  elaborate  workmanship  of  Jeho¬ 
vah,  was  woman — the  counterpart  of  man — the  better  half.  “Oil 
she  came,  led  by  her  Heaventy  Maker ;  grace  was  in  all  her  steps, 
heaven  in  her  eye,  and  every  gesture  dignity  and  love.” 

“There  dwelt  no  joy  in  Eden’s  rosy  bower, 

Till  hymen  bro’t  his  love,  delighted  hour  ; 

The  world  was  sad,  the  garden  was  a  wild, 

And  man,  the  hermit,  sighed  till  woman  smiled.” 
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The  nuptials  of  the  primal  pair  must  have  been  grand  and  im¬ 
posing.  God  Himself  condescended  to  officiate  as  priest  and  grooms¬ 
man,  and  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  as  bridesmaid,  upon  this  august 
occasion.  A  halo  of  glory  constituted  the  bridal  robes,  while  cheru¬ 
bim  and  seraphim,  with  voiceful  wings,  wafted  the  soft  sweet  music 
heavenward,  and  “the  angel  pageants  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy.” 

O  !  the  wondrous,  transcendant,  ecstatic,  rapturous  bliss, 

When  God  bade  Adam  and  his  fair  consort  kiss. 

Such  lovely,  loving  skulls  as  these  were  infinitely  superior  to  the 
great  orator,  whose  massive  brain  has  so  recently  discovered  that 
he  has  “better  brains  than  his  father,”  and  whose  egotism  so  con¬ 
spicuously  appears  in  his  reported  diatribe. 

The  orator  in  his  invective  becomes  suddenly  irate,  saying:  “I 
expect  to  be  maligned ;  I  expect  to  be  slandered ;  I  expect  to  have 
my  reputation  blackened  by  gentlemen  who  are  not  fit  to  blacken 
my  shoes.”  Why  such  indignation,  is  not  conceivably  consistent 
with  the  orator’s  avouchment  of  liberty.  One  would  naturally 
suppose  that  he  who  is  so  “sick  of  the  whip  and  lash  ”  would  cease 
to  slander  his  ancestors,  whose  brain,  though  in  volume  but  “a 
spoonful,”  led  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  liberty  to  use  the  per¬ 
suasives  of  force,  while  the  orator,  with  “a  bushel  of  brains,”  sim- 
ply'  believes  in  liberty,  and  has  stolen  Tom  Paine’s  old  dug-out,  and, 
having  launched  it,  he  hurls  it  against  every  other  craft  he  meets, 
and  beats  loudly  his  tom-tom. 

Skulls,  according  to  scientists,  characterize  not  onty  the  races  of 
men,  but  the  individuals  of  all  the  races,  and,  with  but  rare  ex¬ 
ceptions,  the  idiot,  the  sage,  and  the  philosopher  are  indicated  by 
the  size  and  form  of  the  skull.  Let  us  for  a  moment  contemplate 
the  skull,  as  described  by  Byron: 

“Remove  yon  skull  from  out  the  scattered  heaps. 

Is  that  a  temple  where  a  God  may  dwell  ? 

Why,  even  the  worm  at  last  disdains  her  shattered  cell. 

Look  on  its  broken  arch,  its  ruined  wall ; 

Its  chambers  desolate,  and  portals  foul ; 

Yes,  this  was  once  ambition’s  airy  hall ; 

The  dome  of  thought,  the  palace  of  the  soul. 

Behold,  through  each  lack-luster,  eyeless  hole, 

The  gay  recess  of  wisdom  and  of  wit, 

And  passion’s  host,  that  never  brooked  control. 

Can  all  saint,  sage,  or  sophist  ever  writ, 

Re-people  this  lonely  tower ;  this  tenement  re-fit  ?  ” 
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“  Yes,”  responds  the  Patriarch  Job,  whose  skull  was  not  so  thick 
as  Tom  Paine’s  or  Bob  Ingersoll’s.  Said  Job:  u  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  He  shall  stand,  at  the  latter  day,  upon 
the  earth  ;  and  though,  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet 
in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God.”  And  notwithstanding  the  bad  coun¬ 
sel  of  his  foolish  wife,  the  acrimony  of  his  old  companions,  and 
the  maladies  and  calamities  inflicted  upon  him  by  the  Prince  of 
Darkness,  Job  still  maintained  his  integrity. 

Faith  in  immortality,  and  in  peopling  and  re-fitting  the  lonely 
tower  and  tenement,  was  the  faith  of  Joseph,  who  “gave  com¬ 
mandment  concerning  his  bones.”  And  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  by 
the  river  Chebar,  saw,  in  panoramic  vision,  as  he  prophesied,  and 
behold,  “there  was  a  noise,  and  behold,  a  shaking,  and  the  bones 
came  together,  bone  to  his  bone.  *  *  *  The  sinews  and  the 

flesh  came  up  upon  them,  and  the  skin  covered  them  above,  *  * 

and  the  breath  came  into  them,  and  they  lived  and  stood  up  upon 
their  feet.”  Skulls  are  a  material  element  in  man’s  organism  in 
the  present  life,  and  in  man’s  genesis;  and  will,  in  the  re-genesis, 
be  re-constructed,  re-fitted,  and  immortalized !  Man  exists.  This 
is  an  obvious,  incontrovertible  fact,  universal^  apprehended  and 
conceded.  Even  the  man  of  feeblest  intellect,  whose  “reason  rose 
little  above  the  ox  that  grazed  the  field,”  and  whose. u  memory  is 
so  weak  that  he  scarce  remembers  the  name  his  mother  called  him 
by,”  is  conscious  of  an  existence.  Correlative  with  this,  there  is 
another  fact,  that  if  man  exists  there  must  be  an  adequate  cause 
of  his  existence,  and  hence,  if  he  has  a  dependent,  derived  exist¬ 
ence,  there  must  be  an  independent  and  underived  existence,  to 
which  he  is  under  obligation  and  is  amenable.  This  belief  accords 
with  the  universal  belief  and  notion  of  all  nations  and  peoples, 
in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  is  adumbrated  in  their  religious  theo¬ 
ries. 

This  brings  us  to  notice  moral  philosophy,  or  the  science  of 
ethics.  Ethics,  from  the  Latin  ethicus ,  and  the  Greek  ethos,  is  the 
science  that  relates  to  the  moral  nature  of  man,  and  his  duties  as  he 
stands  connected  with  his  Creator  and  his  fellow  man.  This  science 
treats  of  the  duties  of  men,  and  is  founded  in  the  moral  sense  or 
moral  nature  and  constitution  of  men,  governing  their  actions,  and 
prescribing  what  should  of  right  take  place  in  human  conduct. 
This  science  embraces  all  that  pertains  to  true  gentility  ;  it  extends 
to  all  the  courtesies  of  rude  or  civilized  life,  including  the  etiquette  of 
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well  constructed  society,  and  it  covers  the  entire  field  of  human 
obligation,  whether  of  the  family,  or  of  the  State,  and  is,  therefore,  of 
supreme  moment.  The  parental,  the  marital,  the  social,  and  the 
governmental  rights  and  duties,  are  all  within  its  scope.  How  pa¬ 
rents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  teachers  and  scholars  should 
deport  themselves,  maintaining  proper  demeanor,  and  how  neigh¬ 
bors  and  friends  should  behave  in  their  social  relations,  and  how 
governors  and  the  governed  should  regulate  their  conduct ;  all 
these  mutual  obligations  and  imperative  duties  are  substantially 
within  the  province  of  the  science  of  ethics. 

The  mother’s  lullaby,  the  family's  sonnet,  and  the  bachelor’s  solo, 
should  all  be  modulated  by  the  key  of  gentleness. 

Ethics  is  the  science  of  behavior,  of  good  breeding,  that  endows 
its  students  with  true  nobility.  Philosophy  was  divided  by  the  an¬ 
cient  Greeks  into  logic,  physics,  and  ethics.  Civil  jurisprudence 
regards  the  outward  acts  of  human  conduct,  as  it  accords  with  the 
principles  of  equity  and  justice,  as  is  established  by  civil  law,  or  by 
the  decree  of  the  legislator.  Ethics  regards  the  mental  dispositions 
and  moral  attributes,  and  enjoins  moral  duties  and  obligations,  as 
gratitude,  generosity,  charity.  Duty  is  what  a  man  must  morally 
do.  Crime  is  what  he  must  not  legally  do.  Vice  is  what  he  mor¬ 
ally  must  not  entertain.  The  inceptive  and  dynamical  principles 
of  all  the  civil  and  political  institutions  among  men.  are  referable 
'to  the  moral  faculties,  and  these  are  the  endowments  of  his  Cre¬ 
ator.  There  have  been  various  theories  among  philosophic  men  in 
relation  to  the  freedom  of  the  will,  and  to  conscience,  to  which  we 
have  not  time  to  advert.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  theories 
and  their  differentials,  all  agree  as  to  the  fact  that  in  man’s  organ¬ 
ism  there  are  powers  of  apprehension,  observation,  and  ratiocina¬ 
tion,  and  that  man  possesses  the  faculties  of  pronouncing  upon  the 
actions  of  men,  in  accordance  with  their  merit  or  their  demerit. 
The  recognition  of  this  fact  is  universal,  the  influences  of  which 
has  been  to  encourage  virtue  and  repress  crime,  and  its  antecedent 
vice.  This  power  of  the  mind  is  termed  conscience,  the  power  or 
faculty  of  the  mind  that  takes  cognizance  of,  and  adjudicates,  the 
conduct  of  men,  condemning  or  approving  their  actions  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  of  reason  and  moral  sense. 
That  man  is  endowed  with  these  powers  of  mind  is  an  axiom  that 
is  universally  believed  and,  upon  this  belief,  the  whole  fabric  of 
human  society  is  established.  Collateral  with  this  fact  is  another, 
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that  in  exact  ratio  to  the  development  ol  the  moral  faculties  of  any 
people,  will  be  the  degree  of  their  perfection.  Hence,  arises  the 
importance  of  education.  u  Knowledge  is  power,”  was  an  aphorism 
of  Bacon.  This  knowledge  is  attainable  by  education.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  proper  for  all  governments  to  provide  for  the  education  of  the 
people,  to  the  end  that  they  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peaceful, 
stable,  and  prosperous  governments. 

Christian  ethics  was  adumbrated  in  the  various  Pagan  theories, 
which  theories  were  like  the  Star  in  the  East,  which  guided  the 
magians  to  Bethlehem,  where  they  found  the  true  and  greater 
Light,  which  “ligheth  every  man  that  cometli  into  the  world.” 

The  importance  of  moral  science  to  the  people  of  this  Bepublic,  is 
amplified  because  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people.  The  illustrious 
Washington  adverts  to  this  in  his  valedictory:  “Promote  as  an 
object  of  primary  importance  institutions  for  the  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge,  for  in  proportion  as  the  structure  of  a  government 
gives  force  to  public  opinion,  it  should  be  enlightened.” 

There  is  an  adage,  “like  people,  like  priest,”  and  we  may  add, 
like  the  ethics  of  a  people,  like  their  government. 

Education,  properly  defined,  is  the  development  of  all  the  facul¬ 
ties  and  germs  of  power  in  man  into  harmonious  action,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  laws  of  reason  and  morality.  Man  is  constituted  with 
a  physicial,  intellectual,  moral,  and  aesthetical  nature,  which  should 
be  trained  into  vigorous  manhood.  These  indications  can  only 
be  fulfilled  by  the  education  of  the  entire  man.  I  need  not  say  that 
ignorance  is  incompatible  with  freedom  and  civil  liberty.  This  fact 
mny  be  read  upon  every  page  of  the  world’s  history,  and  is  being 
demonstrated  wherever  ignorance  preponderates. 

Alexander  Pope,  on  this  topic,  sings  thus : 

“Ye  gods  what  justice  rules  this  ball, 

Freedom  and  arts  together  fall, 

Fools  grant  whate’er  ambition  craves, 

And  men,  once  ignorant,  are  slaves. 

O  !  dire  effects  of  civil  hate, 

In  every  age,  in  every  state, 

Still  where  the  lust  of  tyrant  power  succeeds, 

Some  Athens  perishes,  some  Tully  bleeds.” 

The  ethics  of  the  Jews  were  ten  precepts,  written  by  Jehovah 
upon  tables  of  stone,  and  delivered  to  Moses  on  Mount  Horeb. 
These  precepts  comprehend  the  duty  and  moral  obligation  of  man 
to  his  Creator  and  to  liis  fellow  man,  and  is  the  first  written  law  to 


which  all  the  codes  of  existing  laws  are  traceable.  The  Messiah, 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  founder  of  Christianity,  re-stated  the 
precepts  of  the  decalogue  and  re-affirmed  them. 

“Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord,  thy  God,  with  all  thy  mind,”  “and 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself.” 

The  common  schools  of  our  country  are  the  outgrowth  of  a 
Christian  civilization.  The  moral  precepts  and  ethics  of  the  Bible 
should  be  taught  in  the  schools.  While  the  Bible  may  not  be  a 
proper  book  per  se  to  teach  the  alphabet  and  orthography,  or  the 
abstruse  sciences,  yet  the  moral  precepts  and  system  of  ethics  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Bible  are  so  pure  and  exalted  that  they  become  in¬ 
dispensable  in  educating  the  moral  manhood.  If  the  common 
schools  are  “infidel  schools,”  or  “godless  schools,”  it  is  because 
the  ethics  of  the  Bible  has  not  been  taught,  and  if  misdemeanor 
and  misrule,  and  vice  and  crime,  are  everywhere  rampant,  it  is  be¬ 
cause  the  moral  precepts  of  the  Bible  have  not  been  more  thor¬ 
oughly  taught  in  the  families  and  in  the  schools,  both  by  precept 
and  by  example.  The  culture  of  the  head,  and  the  hand,  and  the 
eye,  have  been  regarded  with  care,  while  the  culture  of  the  heart 
has  been  sadly  neglected.  If  we  should  concede  the  demands  of 
such  skulls  as  our  orator,  to  exclude  the  ethics  of  the  Bible  from . 
the  common  schools,  we  should  soon  be  asked  to  exclude  all  other 
books  that  contain  any  part  of  the  ethics,  which  would  sweep  the 
whole  catalogue  of  text-b  joks,  from  the  primer  to  “Webster’s  Una¬ 
bridged,”  and  if  the  primer  should  be  submitted  to  the  infidel  ob¬ 
jector  for  revision,  and  he  should  write,  “there  is  no  God;”  or  that 
man  has,  by  successive  evolutions,  been  evolved  from  the  ape,  the 
child  pupil,  in  whose  hands  this  revised  primer  should  be  placed, 
would  soon  discover  the  absurdity  of  such  nonsense,  and  conclude, 
with  the  Psalmist,  that  the  compiler  of  the  primer  was  a  fool. 

Who  shall  object  to  the  teaching  of  the  morals  of  the  Bible  in 
the  schools.  Shall  the  Jews?  The  Old  Testament  Scriptures 
were  written  b}T  Jewish  Rabbins  and  prophets,  and  contain  the 
history  of  their  race  and  of  the  antediluvian  world,  and  contain 
the  only  pure  written  code  of  morals  given  to  man  for  a  period  of 
over  three  thousand  }Tears,  written  by  “that  Shepherd  who  first 
taught  the  chosen  seed  in  the  beginning  how  the  heavens  and  the 
earth  rose  out  of  chaos.”  The  New  Testament  Scriptures  were 
also  written  by  Jews  who  became  Christians,  in  which  is  re-affirmed 
the  same  precepts  which  the  Jew  was  enjoined  to  “teach  diligently 
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unto  his  children,  and  to  talk  of  them  when  sitting  in  his  house, 
and  when  he  walked  by  the  way,  and  when  he  laid  down,  and  when 
he  rose  up,”  (and  should)  “write  them  upon  the  posts  of  his 
house  and  on  his  gates.” 

Shall  the  Greek  and  the  Romanist  object?  The  version  of  the 
Scriptures  they  accept  and  -acknowledge  contains  the  same  moral 
precepts,  and  enjoins  the  teaching  of  them  to  their  children.  Shall 
Protestant  Christians  object?  These  moral  precepts  are  in  the 
version  acknowledged  by  their  fathers  and  the  reformers,  which 
contains  the  great  moral  code  written  over  thirty  centuries  ago. 

Shall  the  infidel  object,  who  holds  the  doctrine  of  chance?  It 
may  perchance  be  proper  and  right  to  teach  morals  in  the  schools, 
and  thereby  save  his  family  and  race  from  the  fate  of  the  Kilkenny 
cats  in  this  world,  and  in  that  to  come  from  the  chance  of  torment. 
It  may  be  that  his  objections  arise  from  the  very  expressive  and 
descriptive  portrait  of  himself  drawn  in  the  scriptures,  by  copulat¬ 
ing  the  emphatic  predicates  of  the  Saviour,  who  said:  “  He  that 
believetli  not  shall  be  damned ;”  with  that  of  David,  who  said: 
“  The  fool  has  said  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God.”  Shall  the  heathen 
Chinee  and  the  Hindoo  object  to  the  teaching  of  morals  in  the 
schools?  In  China,  children  are  taught  from  infancy  to  obey  their 
parents,  and  to  make  obeisance  to  them.  At  the  age  of  five  or  six 
they  are  sent  to  school,  and  are  taught  to  make  obeisance  to  their 
*  teachers,  and  to  the  holy  Confucius,  whom  they  venerate  as  a  great 
prophet  of  Vishnu,  their  Creator,  while  the  Hindoo  w,ill  sweep  the 
insect  from  his  pathway,  that  it  ma}^  not  be  crushed  by  his  tread, 
so  minutely,  though  perhaps  not  wisety,  does  he  obey  the  law,  “thou 
shalt  not  kill.  Can  it  be  true,  that  in  the  nineteenth  century,  in  the 
midst  of  Christian  civilization,  that  true  morality  shall  be  inter¬ 
dicted,  and  that  in  the  public  schools  shall  not  be  taught  obedience 
to  parents  and  teachers,  and  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  that  profanity,  and  theft,  and  murder,  and  adultery,  and  lying 
are  wrong  and  punishable?  The  Pagan  Buddhists,  in  the  empire 
of  Japan,  would  put  to  blush  such  intolerance.  In  the  sixteenth 
century,  the  heathen  priests  petitioned  the  Emperor  Nobunanga  to 
prohibit  Christianity,  which  was  then  being  introduced  into  the 
empire.  He  asked  them  how  many  religions  there  were  in  Japan? 
On  being  told  there  were  thirty-five,  he  remarked:  “Where  thirty- 
five  religions  are  tolerated  we  can  easily  bear  with  thirty-six;  leave 
the  strangers  in  peace.”  Republics  require  a  greater  breadth  of 
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education  than  monarchies,  the  development  of  the  masses  in  all 
the  functions  of  their  manhood  is  required. 

The  dynasties  of  the  old  world,  with  their  crystalized  forms,  are 
constantly  repeating  themselves,  now  advancing,  again  receding,  as 
their  systems  and  priesthood  may  direct.  Public  thought,  and  sen¬ 
timent,  and  conscience  all  are  subordinated  to  the  will  of  the  des¬ 
pot.  Thus  did  the  Egyptian,  the  Chinese,  and  the  Roman  peoples, 
who  builded  pyramids  and  catacombs,  wrote  hieroglyphics,  obeyed 
castes,  and  worshiped  Brahma.  The  classic  nations  celebrated 
the  rites  of  Bacchus  in  drunken  orgies. 

Incestuous  marriage  was  permitted  in  Egypt,  their  gods  Iris  and 
Osiris  being  the  precedent.  While  in  France,  under  the  rule  of  in¬ 
fidel  philosophers,  the  nation  was  convulsed  and  decimated,  by 
consequent  anarchy  and  lawlessness.  The  fathers  of  the  American 
republic  were  men  who  had  read  the  Bible,  and  had  heard  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  and  felt  its  inspiration,  which  stimulated  them  into  vigorous 
thought  and  activity.  They  pursued  the  sun  westward  toward 
purer  and  celestial  light,  with  all  their  energies  unpinioned,  save 
b}"  the  laws  of  freedom. 

AYhile  Herodotus,  Josephus,  and  Gibbon  may  be  read  as  histories 
in  the  schools,  shall  Moses,  who  has  given  the  only  authentic  his¬ 
tory  of  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the  genesis  of  man,  and  of 
all  created  things,  prior  to  the  great  cataclysm,  be  interdicted? 
Shall  the  history  and  the  morals  of  the  Hindoo,  who  worships  the 
crocodile,  and  bids  the  mother  cast  her  child  into  the  jaws  of  the 
monster  god  of  the  Ganges  be  received,  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus, 
who  took  little  children  in  His  arms,  and  blessed  them,  be  rejected? 
As  well  mav  we  admit  moonshine  into  our  dwellino-s,  and  exclude 
the  ra}"s  of  the  king  of  day,  which  alone  contains  the  actinism  that 
is  essential  to  the  vigor  of  animal  life;  surely  none  but  lunatics 
would  so  order. 

The  treatment  and  condition  of  women  is  one  of  the  standards  of 
civilization.  Among  barbarians,  they  are  slaves ;  in  France,  the  idols 
of  pleasure ;  in  German}",  drudges ;  in  England,  they  are  the  re¬ 
spected  companions  of  masters  ;  in  America,  they  are  the  cherished 
wives  of  freemen.  Such  is  the  testimony  of  Alexander  DeToque- 
ville.  It  is  only  in  America  that  women  begin  to  find  their  proper 
rank  in  society,  and  approach  their  normal  status,  and,  when  the 
moral  verity,  announced  one  hundred  years  ago,  “that  all  men  arc 
born  equal,”  is  proper!}"  understood,  it  will  be  found  to  be  but  the 
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echo  of  that  greater  enunciation  marie  by  Jehovah,  when  he  had 
by  His  infinite  wisdom  and  skill  elaborately  consummated  in  his 
own  image,  primordial  man.  u  Male  and  female  created  he  them, 

. and  gave  unto  them  dominion.”  Thus  we  have  in 

the  genesis  of  our  race,  and  in  the  genesis  of  our  Republic  the 
generic  equality  of  the  sexes  asserted  ;  and  I  here  assert,  that  the  sexes 
in  the  normal  state,  under  the  Edenic  regime ,  were  coordinate  in 
dominion,  and  that  the  malediction  pronounced  upon  the  woman, 
that  she  should  be  subjected  to  the  rule  of  her  husband,  was  pre¬ 
dictive,  and  gave  no  authority  to  the  husband  to  rule  his  wife  with 
rigor,  and  I  submit  to  this  intelligent  audience,  that  man  has  no 
right  to  assume  dominion  over  the  woman,  with  the  view'  and  in¬ 
tent  of  enforcing  the  maledictory  decree,  more  than  the  woman 
would  have  to  sow  thorns  and  thistles  in  her  husband’s  field,  to  aid 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  same  decree;  and  further,  it  i*;  the  duty 
of  both  husband  and  wife,  as  well  as  their  highest  privilege,  to 
avoid  the  results  of  the  curse,  and  to  approximate  as  far  as  possible 
their  normal  status,  and  to  aid  and  encourage  each  other  in  escaping 
the  maledictions,  and  to  bear  each  others  burdens  ;  and  now  let  me 
say  that  the  skull  of  the  man  or  of  the  woman  that  is  too  thick  or 
ill-formed  to  apprehend  the  fundamental  autonomies  of  the  race,  is 
neither  to  be  coveted  nor  admired. 

Chili,  a  sister  Republic,  has  advanced  her  Christian  civilization, 
extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  her  women,  thus  recognizing  the 
true  principles  of  moral  right  and  equality,  and  obeying  its  in- 
juctions  in  the  political  and  national  life.  May  Heaven  bless  them 
in  their  efforts,  and  make  their  example  fruitful,  until  the  whole 
earth  shall  again  bloom  as  Eden,  and  the  “  seed  of  the  woman  shall 
bruise  the  serpent’s  head,”  and  every  skull  shall  be  re-fitted  into  an 
effulgent,  glorious  temple  where  a  God  may  dwell.  “Eternal  vigi¬ 
lance  is  the  price  of  liberty.”  Liberty  !  euphonic  w^ord,  mistaken 
oft  for  tyranny,  and  yet  more  oft  for  licentiousness  and  deviltry.  As 
sang  the  Bard  :  The  reign  of  terror  “  hung  the  popular  flag  of  free¬ 
dom  out,”  “and  round  the  neck  of  millions  riveted  its  iron  chains,” 
all  laws  annulled  ;  all  property  destroyed  ;  and  murdered  the  ven¬ 
erable  in  the  streets,”  till  human  gore  ran  in  rivulets.  This  bas¬ 
tard  liberty  has  advocates  to  plead  its  cause,  beings  that  walk 
erect  and  speak  like  men,  talk  much,  in  lofty,  swelling  phrase,  and 
loud  condemn  in  others  what  they  do  themselves.  Such  liberty  is 
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born  in  hell,  wet-nursed  b}”  fiends  m  cryptic  cell,  and  flaunts  its 
black  flag;  o’er  hill  and  dell. 

The  enemies  of  our  Christian  civilization,  and  of  the  freedom 
and  brotherhood  of  man,  have  wrapped  themselves  in  the  lion’s 
skin,  and  fledged  themselves  with  eagle’s  pinions,  thus  invoking 
the  spirit  and  prestige,  and  assuming  the  royalty  of  the  noble  ani¬ 
mals  whose  robes  and  functions  they  have  arrogated.  They  at¬ 
tempt  the  mnjestic  roar  and  the  exultant  scream  ;  but,  lo  !  is  heard 
discordant  brayings,  and  dolorous  coranachs  and  ula-loos,  as 

“Though  all  the  fiends  from  heaven  fell, 

That  pealed  the  banner  cry  of  hell.” 

Their  eagle  screams  as  doth  the  owl ; 

Their  lion's  roar  is  a  snarl  and  growl. 

Hyena-like,  they  rage  and  scowl; 

And,  robed  like  sheep,  they  bay,  and  howl,  and  prowl. 

The  tree  of  liberty  can  011I3”  flourish  by  that  system  of  culture 
that  has  nursed  and  cherished  it  to  its  present  centurial  perfections, 
and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  true  lovers  of  freedom  to  protect  the 
celestial  exotic,  and  to  defend  their  altars  and  their  fires,  and  to 
preserve  the  sheen  of  freedom’s  banner,  and  to  exalt  it.  like  Moses’ 
fiery  seraph,  that  the  oppressed  of  every  land  and  clime  may  look, 
and  feel  new  vigors  rise  in  their  empoisoned  veins,  and  until  the 
foeman’s  whinyard  falls  from  palsied  hands. 

“Woodman,  spare  that  tree, 

Touch  not  a  single  bough, 

In  youth  it  sheltered  me, 

No  hand  shall  harm  it  now.” 

Up,  gallant  freemen,  up! 

Let  no  slumbering  spells  assail  ye, 

Puissant  stand,  while  freedom’s  bells  do  sound  reveille. 

Liberty,  properly  defined,  is  freedom  under  the  proper  restraints 
of  law.  Licentiousness,  which  is  mistaken  by  mam*  for  liberty,  is 
dissoluteness,  or  excessive,  unrestrained  freedom,  and  is  always 
used  in  a  bad  sense.  Among  its  synonyms  are  unruly,  riotous, 
wanton,  loose,  sensual,  unchaste,  impure,  lascivious,  immoral. 
These  are  all  implied  in  the  expressive  term,  licentiousness,  and 
this  is  what  mam”  mistake  for  liberty. 

According  to  Blackstone,  and  other  writers  on  jurisprudence, 
civil  liberty  is  “the  right  to  dispose  of  our  persons  and  property 
as  we  may  choose,  yet  under  such  restraints  as  will  not  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  others.”  One  person,  onl}r,  could  live  on  the 
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earth,  and  exercise  his  freedom  without  anj'  restriction.  It  would 
not,  however,  be  possible  for  two  persons  to  occupy  the  same  planet, 
contiguous  to  each  other,  without  adopting  some  rule  of  action 
regulating  their  conduct,  so  as  not  to  conflict  with  each  other’s 
rights.  Such  rule  of  action  would  restrain  Ingersoll  from  pursu¬ 
ing  what  he  terms  liberty.  The  liberty  of  Tom  Paine  and  Robert 
G.  Ingersoll  is  a  selfish,  dogged,  dogmatic,  demagogic,  counterfeit 
of  liberty — a  kind  of  mad-dog  liberty,  impelling  its  votarist  to  ex¬ 
haust  its  powers  in  distributing  its  venom  among  its  race,  until  it 
expires  by  sheer  exhaustion.  In  the  exercise  of  such  liberty,  a 
pediculous,  bull-headed  urchin  wished  his  mother’s  looking-glass 
to  toy  with.  On  being  refused,  said  lie  :  “Give  it  me,  or  I  will  run 
down  the  street  and  catch  the  measles.  I  know  a  boy  that’s  got 
’em  prime.”  I  submit  that  Robert  has,  in  the  same  manner,  caught 
the  moral  measles,  and  that  he  indulges  the  hallucination  that  he 
can  rid  himself  of  the  disease  by  distribution.  Such  peccanc}q 
however,  will  cling  to  the  redoubtable  knight  as  leprosy  to  a  lazar, 
unless  he  pronounce  the  shibboleth,  pecoavi  !  Such  liberty  Satan 
assumed  when  he  “squat  like  a  toad,  close  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  as¬ 
saying,  by  his  devilish  wiles,  to  reach  the  organs  of  her  fancy,” 
and  he  succeeded  !  “  Earth  felt  the  wound,  and  Nature,  from  her 

seat,  sighing  through  all  her  works,  gave  signs  of  woe,  that  all  was 
lost.”  Do  you  ask  for  proof?  I  cite  you  to  the  gifted  orator, 
whose  quiddities  bespeak  a  degenerate  skull.  And  the  burden  of 
the  orator’s  skull  seeins  to  be  the  defamation  of  his  ancestors  and 
their  religion  ;  and,  with  unblushing,  supreme,  impudence  and  un¬ 
paralleled  effrontery,  the  zoilean  critic  rings  the  changes  of  his 
tom-tom  with  graceless  duplicity. 

The  French  writer,  Rousseau,  wrote  thus  of  Christ :  “  Yes,  if  the 
life  and  death  of  Socrates  were  those  of  a  sage,  the  life  and  death 
of  Jesus  were  those  of  a  God.”  Bolingbroke  also  writes  :  “No 
religion  ever  appeared  in  the  world  whose  natural  tendency  was  so 
much  directed  to  promote  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind,  as 
the  Christian.  The  Gospel  of  Christ  is  one  continual  lesson  of 
the  strictest  morality,  of  justice,  benevolence,  and  universal  chari¬ 
ty.”  “The  Christian  religion  is  best  adapted  to  enforce  the  civil 
laws  and  restrain  the  vices  of  men.”  Josephus,  the  Jewish  histo¬ 
rian,  who  was  born  A.  D.  31,  and  lived  in  Jerusalem  for  twenty-six 
years,  speaks  of  Jesus,  the  brother  of  James,  and  says:  “At  that 
time  lived  Jesus,  a  wise  man,  if  he  may  be  called  a  man,  for  he  per- 


13 


formed  many  wonderful  works.  He  was  the  teacher  of  such  men 
as  received  the  truth  with  pleasure,  and  drew  over  to  him  many 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  This  was  the  Christ.” 

Tacitus,  a  pagan,  who  was  born  about,  A.  D.  60,  says  that  Nero 
burned  Home,  about  twenty-seven  years  after  the  crucifixion  oi 
Christ,  and  he  caused  to  be  seized  “an  immense  number  of  men, 
whom  the  common  folk  called  Christians.”  “  The  author  of  the  name 
was  Christ,  who  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius  suffered  death,  by  the  sen¬ 
tence  of  the  procurator,  Pontius  Pilate.”  Says  he :  “  This  super¬ 
stition  thus  checked  for  awhile,  broke  out  again,  and  spread,  not  only 
over  Judea,  where  the  evil  originated,  but  through  Home  also.” 

The  younger  Pliny,  who  was  governor  of  Pontus  and  Bithinia, 
wrote  to  the  Emperor  Trajan,  says  he:  “I  never  had  to  deal  with 
questions  of  this  kind  before.  *  *  *  I  know  not  what  is  the 

custom  to  pursue,  whether  any  distinction  is  to  be  made  in  respect 
to  age,  *  *  *  whether  pardon  is  to  be  granted  on  repentance, 

or  whether  it  is  useless  to  cease  to  be  a  Christian.”  He  goes  on 
to  say,  that  the  guilt  of  these  Christians  was,  that  they  met  on  a 
stated  day,  before  light,  and  sang  in  concert  a  hymn  to  Christ  as 
God,  and  to  bind  themselves  not  to  perpetrate  an}'  wickedness,  nor 
to  commit  any  theft,  robbery,  or  adultery,  nor  isolate  their  word, 
nor  refuse  to  restore  anvthing  committed  to  their  trust. 

Christianity  is,  par  excellence ,  infinitely  paramount  to  all  other 
systems,  and  transcends  the  highest  pagan  culture.  No  individual 
has  equaled  the  beau  ideal  of  human  perfection,  save  Jesus.  He 
alone  stands  preeminent  and  unique.  On  him  sat  visibly  as  a  dove 
the  spirit  of  God,  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  voice  of  Jehovah 
was  heard,  saying:  “  This  my  beloved  son  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased.”  This  is  substantially  corroborated  by  the  apostle  Peter, 
who  in  his  epistles',  affirms  that  these  are  no  cunningly  devised 
fables,  but  that  the  voice  came  from  “the  excellent  glory,”  which 
voice  was  “  heard  when  they  were  with  him  in  the  holy  mount.” 

In  Jesus  Christ  alone  shone  in  full  luster  the  glory  of  the  God¬ 
head-in  union  with  the  normal  manhood  of  the  race.  He  is  the 
model  man.  The  absolute  perfection  of  the  race  of  mankind  was 
exemplified  in  the  life  and  diameter  of  Jesus.  Moses,  Abraham,  and 
Solomon  were  imperfect  exemplars  of  the  image  bearers  of  Jehovah 
Elohim.  Christ  was,  in  his  perfections,  all  that  the  possibilities  of 
normal  humanity  could  achieve  and  attain,  and  all  the  excellency 
that  the  God  of  the  universe  could  confer  or  require,  ife  was,  and 


14 


is,  himself  all  that  he  wished  his  disciples  to  be.  He  was,  and  is, 
the  .acme  of  perfection. 

The  Bible,  as  a  mirror,  reflects  the  true  character  of  its  worthies. 
Noah  alone  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  among  the  corrupt 
antediluvians,  and  was  saved  with  his  family.  He  was  “  a  just  man, 
and  perfect  in  his  generations,”  and  yet,  after  the  deluge,  he  was 
drunken  in  his  tent.  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God  and  father  of  the 
faithful,  prevaricated.  Moses,  the  meek  Jewish  law-giver,  sinned 
at  the  waters  of  Meribah.  David,  the  chosen  shepherd  king,  sinned, 
repented,  and  deplored  his  vileness.  Solomon,  the  wisest  of  men, 
became  the  greatest  of  fools.  Simon  Peter,  the  great  apostle,  who 
boasted  of  his  loyalty  and  his  valor,  trembled  and  lied  at  the  charge 
made  by  a  damsel.  These  all  go  to  prove  the  impartiality  of  the 
narrative,  and  the  fallibility  of  the  race.  But  in  the  Saviour  there 
was  neither  spot  or  blemish,  guile  was  not  found  in  his  mouth.  He 
conquered  the  besetments  of  man’s  depraved  nature,  and  restored 
it  to  its  glorious  normal  status.  He  led  our  common  manhood 
through  the  period  of  probation,  and  all  the  concomitants  of  the 
curse,  in  safety;  carried  the  conflict  into  the  dominion  of  death; 
dismissed  his  spirit,  his  body  was  deposited  in  Joseph’s  rock-tomb, 
and  he  went  in  spirit  into  Hades,  or  the  under  world  ;  preached 
unto  them  the  gospel  of  the  resurrection,  and  having  “  spoiled  prin¬ 
cipalities,  he  made  a  show  of  them  openly.” 

The  Bible  is  not  a  special  treatise  on  science,  but  is  the  revealer 
of  knowledge  infinitely  above  the  imperfected  sciences,  and  when¬ 
ever  science  doffs  its  swaddling  clothes,  and  rises  to  the  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  truth,  it  is  found  to  accord  with  revelation.  Moses  declares  : 
“  In  the  beginning  Elohim  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,” 
(hence  the  material  was  created,)  “and  the  earth  was  without  form 
and  void,  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  and  the  spirit 
of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters  ;”  “and  God  said  let  there 
be  light,  and  there  was  light.”  This  order  agrees  with  the  proba¬ 
bilities  of  science  and  with  reason. 

Science  agrees  with  revelation  that  darkness  is  a  negative  con¬ 
dition,  and  that  light  is  positive.  Moses  says  God  created  the 
light ;  or,  rather,  it  is  inferred  that  the  production  of  light  was  the 
first  in  order  of  the  six  successive  periods  in  which  God,  in  his  in¬ 
finite  wisdom,  according  to  his  good  pleasure,  so  admirably  ar¬ 
ranged  his  universe.  Light!  0,  how  wondrous  in  its  adaptations; 
how  infinite  in  its  appointments  ;  how  essential  to  the  physical,  the 
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moral,  the  intellectual,  and  the  mstlietical  world.  Without  light 
the  universe  would  he  a  blank,  an  abortion,  a  negation  !  Science 
describes  light  as  being;  the  result  of  etherial  wave-motion,  and  as 
containing  all  the  colors  and  the  actinism  essential  to  the  growth 
and  vigor  of  the  vegetable  and  the  animal  kingdoms. 

Moses  says  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
darksome  abyss,  and  Elohim  said :  “  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light.  ”  Thus  light  was  produced  before  the  vegetable  and 
the  animal  world,  without  which  these  could  not  have  existed. 
Permit  me  to  allude  to  the  science  of  photography.  Doctor 
Priestly,  who  was  an  eminent  Biblical  student,  as  well  as  a  scientist, 
is  said  to  be  the  first  who  made  the  discovery  of  sun,  or  light-print¬ 
ing.  This  discovery  led  to  various  devices  to  obtain  true  portraits 
through  the  agency  of  sun-light.  By  the  aid  of  this  science  the 
celestial  phenomena  is  revealed  in  sun-pictures,  and  the  heavens, 
in  all  their  magnificence,  order,  and  grandeur  appear  on  the  can¬ 
vas.  Skulls  like  those  of  Doctor  Priestly,  and  his  coadjutors, 
were  domes  of  thought,  superior  to  those  of  skeptics  who  splurge 
and  flit,  unequipoised,  like  meteors.  Skulls  are  temples  where  a 
God  may  dwell,  and  may  also  be  the  abode  of  demons.  The  de¬ 
moniac  of  Gadara  had,  in  his  skull,  legions  of  devils,  and  when 
these  left  him,  at  the  command  of  the  Saviour,  they  entered  a  herd 
of  swine,  and,  under  their  impulses,  the  herd  ran  into  the  sea  and 
were  choked.  I  have  seen  men  carry  enough  whisky  in  their  brain, 
or  skull ,  to  prostrate  them  in  the  gutter,  and  there  they  lay,  in  the 
gilded  puddle,  among  the  spawn  of  toads.  Such  an  abuse  of  skulls 
is  truly  lamentable  and  deplorable.  If  the  light  in  us  becomes 
darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness. 

If,  fellow  peers,  any  considerable  portion  of  the  sovereigns  of  our 
happy  land,  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  entertain  in  their  skulls 
whisk}"  or  devils,  in  such  an  event  there  would  be  such  a  wreck  of 
manhood  as  once  befel  “  the  cities  Ojf  the  plain,”  and  such  a  woeful 
crash  of  skulls,  and  crush  of  hopes,  and  indescribable  woes,  I  can 
but  faintly  express,  in  paraphrasing  the  expressive  strains  of  the 
bard : 

“  Weep  all  of  every  name, 

Begin  the  woe  ye  woods,  and 
Tell  it  to  the  doleful  winds; 

And  doleful  winds,  wail  to  the  howling  hills  ; 

And  howling  hills,  mourn  to  the  dismal  vales  ; 

And  dismal  vales,  sigh  to  the  sorrowing  brooks ; 
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And  sorrowing  brooks,  weep  to  the  weeping  stream  : 

And  weeping  stream,  awake  the  groaning  deep  : 

And  let  the  instrument  take  up  the  song, 

Responsive  to  the  voice,  harmonious  woe. 

Ye  heavens,  great  archway  of  the  universe, 

Put  sackcloth  on,  and  ocean,  clothe  thyself 
In  garb  of  widowhood,  and  gather  all 
Thy  waves  into  a  groan,  and  utter  it, 

Long,  loud,  deep,  piercing,  dolorous,  immense, 

The  occasion  asks  it.” 

Earth’s  sovereigns  bow  in  vassalage, 
k  reedom  expires,  and  God  and  angels 
Come  to  lay  her  in  her  grave, 

And  sing  her  requiem. 

But  enough  of  the  shady  side.  Come  to  the  sunny  bowers  of 
God’s  wondrous  grace,  where  we  may  bask  in  eternal  sunshine. 
And  may  heaven  grant  that  one  propitious  ray  of  that  light  which 
beamed  on  the  skull  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  may  penetrate  the  pate,  and 
transfix  the  darksome  skull  of  the  mariner  of  Tom  Paine’s  old 
dug-out ,  and  that  he  may  be  so  transformed  as  to  abandon  his 
tom-tom ,  and  a  new  song  be  put  in  his  mouth,  and  then  be  trans¬ 
ferred  from  JEbal ,  the  mount  of  cursing,  to  Gerizim ,  the  mount  of 
blessing ! 

And  now,  thanking  you  for  your  kind  and  patient  attention,  I 
close,  hoping  that  the  skulls  of  this  entire  audience  may,  in  the 
soon  future,  be  re-fitted,  and  bloom  in  immortal  verdure,  which  is 
indicated  by  this  magnificent  evergreen  bouquet  you-so  generously 
present,  and  as  a  souvenir  of  your,  grace,  I  accept  the  princely 
boon,  and  with  appreciative  grateful  acknowledgments  would  say, 
I  am  felicitated.  May  your  every  brow,  in  the  enduring,  pregnant 
future  be  wreathed  with  coronets  of  ambrosial  amaranth !  And 
the  “human  face  divine  ”  of  my  audience,  with  mine,  may  they 
ever,  ever  shine  as  the  stars  in  heaven’s  sapphired  pavement ! 
Good  night. 


